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EXCELLENCE IN ACADEMICS
Reading Counts

 at Penn Delco School District

All of the Penn Delco elementary schools did an outstanding job 
with the Scholastic Reading Counts program this year. Students 

read a combined total of more than 410 million words! Every school 
exceeded their goal set for the year! This was the 10th year that 
Penn-Delco has used the Reading Counts program to encourage 
reading and to celebrate literacy in the Penn Delco schools! At the 
end of the school year, each elementary school held an assembly 
to reveal if the students had achieved their goal. If the goals were 
reached, a celebration was held which included lots of fun games 
and activities. 
 Parkside Elementary exceeded their Reading Counts goal 
of 65,000,000  words! The  school  read   65,096,543 words! They 
celebrated during an exciting assembly featuring bounce-ball 
races, and a surprise performance from the characters of Zootopia. 
Parkside’s million-word readers were also recognized during the 
assembly.
 Pennell Elementary exceeded their Reading Counts goal 
of 110 million words! The school read 114,820,253 words! They 
celebrated during an exciting assembly outside where students had 
the chance to dunk their teachers, even Principal Martin, in a dunk 
tank! Pennell’s million-word readers were also recognized during the 
assembly!
 Coebourn surpassed their goal of 85 million words this year! 
The school’s total was 95,228,687 words! Celebrations for another 
year of outstanding achievement included  Mr. Kuminka, along with 
several teachers, agreeing to get sprayed with silly string and shaving 
cream while sliding down a slip and slide. It was a fun (and messy) 
event overall! 
 Aston Elementary smashed their goal of 135 million words 
this year! The school’s total was 136,228,687 words! Since the 
school reached its goal, the students were treated to a carnival where 
several teachers, and Principal Phillips, volunteered for the pie 
throw and dunk tank. There was face painting and several other fun 
activities! 



PENN-DELCO EXCELS AT MATH 24

Penn-Delco held its annual Math 24 competition on May 10. Eight 
students, two from each elementary school, earned their seat in the 
competition. Math 24 is a competitive game that challenges players 
to out-perform their opponents by being the best at using mental math 
strategies to solve multi-step problems involving addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. All eight students were exceptional and 
received a medal to commemorate their achievement. This year, the 
winner came from Parkside Elementary! Parkside fifth grader Justin 
Wassel took home the gold medal and the trophy for Parkside to display 
at the school until next year’s competition. Participants in the May 
10th competition included Joey Pennewill (Aston), Robert Worthington 
(Aston), Julia DiNicola (Coebourn), Jacob Adams (Coebourn), Emily 
Bartholf (Parkside), Justin Wassel (Parkside), Andrew Parker (Pennell) 
and Xain Cabalo (Pennell).

Northley’s Emily Woznicki & Parkside Elementary’s Justin Wassel 
both won the county-wide Math 24 Championship held at the DCIU 
on June 1. Emily won at the middle school level and Justin won at 
the elementary level. Additionally, Blaize Eldridge from Coebourn 
Elementary joined Justin in the finals finishing in 2nd place overall. 
All three Penn-Delco students went on to compete in the Math 24 
Competition State Finals in Harrisburg, PA on June 15.

In the Math 24 Game Pennsylvania State Finals, Emily and Blaze each 
took home silver in the semi-finals and Justin took home the bronze!

“I was inspired to 
start a Math 24 Club 
at Northley because I 
enjoy Math 24 and to 
support our district in 

math excellence. “

- Emily Woznicki
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SUN VALLEY SENIORS WIN 
GOLD AND BRONZE AT 

HOSA

Two Sun Valley seniors competed in the Health Occupation 
Students of America (HOSA) Future Health Professional 

State Conference competition and brought home gold and 
bronze medals in their respective categories.
 Abby Ferrie and Nick Crowley are seniors at Sun 
Valley High School and are part of the Delaware County 
Technical School Medical Careers program. The program is 
available to high school seniors in the county that are interested 
in pursuing a career in the medical field. 
The program is an extremely competitive 
academic program where participants are 
vetted through a rigorous entrance criterion.  
Abby and Nick were selected 
for the program based on 
their exceptional performance 
in Biology and Chemistry 
classes at Sun Valley, 
outstanding attendance record 
and flawless disciplinary 
record.  For part of their 
school day, Abby and Nick 
travel to Crozer/Keystone 
Hospital in Chester, PA to 
attend clinical rotations and 
shadow hospital staff as they 
care for patients. They spent 
their time in the OR, ER, 
ICU, Pharmacy, Lab, PT, OT, 
Nutrition Services and all 
Nursing units learning from 
career-based presentations 
from an array of health 
care professionals including: 
nurses, physicians, physician 
assistants, physical therapists, 
respiratory therapists, medical 
technologists and pharmacists. 
It was through this program that 
Abby and Nick were introduced to the HOSA Future Health 
Professional State Conference competition. The competition 
allows high school students in medical career programs 
throughout the state to compete in a variety of medical 
categories. Abby competed in Medical Terminology and Nick 
competed in Medical Reading during the competition held in 
Lancaster March 9 through 11, 2016. 
 “Medical terminology was something that has 
interested me during my time in the medical careers program 
at Crozer,” said Ferrie. “I plan on going to nursing school and 
will need to know the proper terms for my career. I figured, why 
not start memorizing and learning them all now.” To prepare 
for the written test of 100 multiple choice and 20 open ended 
questions, Abby needed to study the definitions of thousands 

of words associated with anatomy, pathogens, medical ethics 
and many other categories in the medical field. “It’s a big time 
commitment, but it has taught me a lot about professionalism 
in the medical field and just how much you need to study.” she 
said. For medical reading, Nick needed to read five books to 
prepare. Each book had its own lesson but used common themes 
such as mal-practice. During the competition, Nick was quizzed 
on his knowledge from the books with a multiple choice and 

essay test.  
 Abby won the gold medal for 
Medical Terminology at the state 
conference, beating approximately 50 

other students from across the 
state in his category. As the 
first place winner in Medical 
Terminology and third place 
winner in Medical Reading 
for the state of Pennsylvania, 
Abby and Nick have been 
invited to travel to Nashville, 
TN to attend and compete 
in the HOSA National 
Leadership Conference June 
22- 25, 2016. Additionally, 
Abby and Nick have the 
opportunity to apply for 
a variety of scholarships 
offered by HOSA to students 
pursuing higher education in 
the medical field. 
  “They were dedicated to 
representing themselves, and 

our school, in the best possible 
light,” stated Sun Valley 
Principal Pete Donaghy. “I was 
thrilled when Abby and Nick 
brought home medals. To have 
two students from Sun Valley 

attending nationals is outstanding.”
  Abby plans to attend Widener University’s nursing 
program followed by medical school to become a doctor.  Nick 
will be attending Penn State Altoona to study pre-med. He 
would like to be a surgeon one day. “I’m certainly thankful for 
the medical careers program and for having this experience at 
HOSA. The program has allowed me to learn the different jobs 
in the hospital and is preparing me to become a leader in health 
care and make the best decisions for my future patients.” 
 The district could not be more proud of Abby and 
Nick’s accomplishments at the HOSA conference and are 
confident that they have a bright future ahead of them in the 
medical field.

“It’s a big time commitment, but it has taught 
me a lot about professionalism in the medical 
field and just how much you need to study.”
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Northley Energy 

Expo Students 

Honored at the 

Franklin Institute

Eighth graders at Northley Middle School held their annual Energy 
Expo on June 2 as part of PECO’s Energizing Education Program 
(PEEP). During the expo, students demonstrated how energy is a 
big part of everyday lives and how the resources around them are 
used to provide the energy needed to power homes, businesses 
and vehicles. The gymnasium was filled with interactive stations 
including displays on wind, water, renewable and non-renewable 
energy, nuclear energy and kinetic energy. Northley teachers Ms. 
Samantha Wren and Ms. Debbie Blaisse coordinated the event. 
Later the students were honored at the Franklin Institute for their 
hard work in PEEP. The students were invited to attend the PEEP’s 
End of the Year showcase celebration to be awarded for their 
excellent work on their energy projects. Northley was one of seven 
schools to be asked to make a presentation at this year’s celebration.

The outstanding Penn Delco readers of the Reading Olympics 
teams competed in the 2016 Reading Olympics presented by the 
Delaware County Intermediate Unit on May 2 and 3 at Radnor 
High School. Every school in Penn-Delco earned a blue ribbon, 
the highest award at the competition, besting teams from public 
and private schools from around the county. A second team 
from Coebourn brought home a red ribbon award as well. 
Students collaborated with their teammates to read 40 to 50 
books selected by a committee of librarians, reading specialists 
and classroom teachers over the course of several months. 
During the competition, the students were required to answer 
questions about the books they read. The teams collaborated 
on answers and had to think back to many details of the stories 
they had read. 

Anna-Colette Haynes’ project called “Artemisia 
Gentileschi” earned 3rd place in the Senior 
Division for Group Exhibit at the Regional 
National History Day Competition at the 
Chester County Historical Society on March 
4. The project illustrated the hardships that 
Gentileschi encountered as a female artist 
and went on to compete at the state level at 
Millersville University.

National History 
Day

Penn Delco Students Compete at DCIU’s Reading Olympics
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EXCELLENCE IN ATHLETICS

The Sun Valley National Honor Society hosted a lacrosse event to benefit the 
Headstrong Foundation on April 22 at Sun Valley’s stadium. On Friday April 
29, Sun Valley Lacrosse teams took the field, against the Upper Darby Royals, 
in bright green HEADstrong t-shirts to help raise awareness for the incredible 
foundation. Members of NHS sold t-shirts, concessions and collected 
donations during the games to support the HEADstrong Foundation. On 
May 5, the Sun Valley National Honor Society presented a giant check to the 
foundation for $4,000. The organization is dedicated to improving the quality 
of life for cancer patients and their families by providing essential services. 
The foundation was created in memory of Nick Colleluori, a young athlete 
who passed away from non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.

Sun Valley Hosts LAX Event to Benefit 
Headstrong Foundation

Sun Valley hosted a special signing event on June 1 to 
recognize student athletes who will play a sport at the 
collegiate level. Each student, along with their family, was 
invited to the front to sign a symbolic letter of intent and 
receive a certificate of achievement. Sun Valley Senior 
athletes who were signed included:

Sun Valley Athletes to Compete at Collegiate Level

Zachary Costa, Ice Hockey – Penn State Brandywine
Eric DeLellis, Ice Hockey – Penn State Brandywine

Ryan Hall, Basketball – Albright College
Jeff Johnsen, Lacrosse – Marywood University

Sarah Mariotti, Cross Country – Penn State Brandywine
Molly McGowan, Field Hockey – Cabrini College
Amber Michael, Softball – Immaculata University

Kyle Ryan, Basketball – Albright College
Wali Sabree, Basketball – Valley Forge Military Academy

Elizabeth Schnarrs, Volleyball – Widener University
Tyler Smith, Soccer – University of Pittsburgh Johnstown

Derrick Stephenson, Track & Field – St. Joseph’s University 
Emily Stokarski, Volleyball – Cabrini College

Follow @svvanguards For inFormation and news about sun valley & northley athletics



EXCELLENCE IN ARTS

On June 3 the Sun Valley choir competed at the 
Music in the Parks Competition in Hershey PA. The 
students took home a First Place finish with ratings of 
Excellent and Superior and the highest overall score 
in the competition! Additionally, Sydney Lamoureux 
received the Outstanding Student Accompanist Award 
and Oniel Salik received the Outstanding Soloist 
Award!

Sun Valley Choir Finishes First 
in Hershey Music Competition

Schmidt Invited to Prestigious 
PMEA Region Band Festival

Sun Valley student Ryan Schmidt participated in 
the prestigious PMEA Region Band Festival held 

at Ridley High School on March 10-12. During the 
festival, the 125 students from Delaware, Chester, 

Philadelphia, Bucks and Montgomery counties worked 
with Dr. Deborah Confredo from Temple University.

Sun Valley Art Student Chosen as 
Scholastic Young Artist Gold Key 

Winner
Photography II student Katelyn Adams’ photograph 
“Magic in the Woods” was chosen as the Scholastic 

Young Artist Gold Key Winner. Works earning Gold 
Keys were forwarded to the national judging of the 

Scholastic Art and Writing Awards in NYC. Katelyn 
Adams was also awarded a $20,000 Art Talent Award 
from Albright College for her submitted photography 

portfolio.

Sun Valley Senior Selected for 
Publication by Cappies Program

Senior Sydney Lamoureux had her review of a local high 
school theater production selected for publication as part 
of the Cappies program. Her review of Springfield High 
School’s Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
appeared on the Philadelphia Inquirer’s website. The review 
selection process is extremely competitive. Critics from the 
Cappies program also visited Sun Valley’s production of 
Damn Yankees in March.

Sun Valley sophomore Jacqueline Scheck was selected 
for the prestigious PMEA All State Choir. Jacqueline was 
previously selected to participate in the PMEA District 
and Region Choir festivals. 

Sun Valley Sophomore Selected for 
PMEA All State Choir

During her participation in the Region Choir, Jacqueline 
auditioned and was selected for the PMEA All State Choir 
Festival which took place in Hershey, from March 30 
through April 2. Jacqueline was one out of only six altos 
selected from the Region Choir to perform in the elite All 
State Choir. Mr. Ryan Beeken, Director of Choral Studies 
at Indiana University of Pennsylvania directed this year’s 
All State Choir, which performed a concert at the Great 
American Hall, Hershey Lodge and Convention Center on 
April 2.

“I am very thankful to have been able to have this 
wonderful experience,” stated Jacqueline.  “To work on 
exciting and challenging pieces of music and with such 
accomplished directors is something I will never forget.”



EXCELLENCE IN ARTS

Sun Valley High School hosted its annual Arts Alive show on May 18. The 
event showcased a variety of student artwork from paintings and drawings 
to photography and sculpture work.

Art students spent the school year preparing for the show. They used 
many pieces of artwork completed throughout the year to cover the walls 
of the school. One of the highlights of the show was the senior walls, 
where students who had met certain criteria were able to design their own 
“gallery”; a special privilege just for seniors. Northley student artwork was 
also featured as part of the show.

This year, there were several exciting new additions to the show. The 
live painting was a huge hit. Sun Valley Art Teacher, Mrs. Lindsay 
Grazel and her students created a set and painted a student to blend with 
her surroundings; appearing as if she was part of the painting. Mr. Jeff 
Hartman created several pieces of pottery and had his students paint and 
glaze them. Attendees could purchase an ice cream sundae served in the 
bowls, which they were able to take home. Another new addition was the 
district-wide project, “The Making of a Monster.” Elementary art students 
conceptualized and drew a monster, which they sent to Sun Valley AP 
art students who then created a painting of that monster. Pottery students 
took that portrait and created a 3-D sculpture of the same monster. The 
photography students took a photo of the 3-D monster and Northley Art 
students made a plush sculpture of the monster made out of felt. 

The 2016 Arts Alive Show was an outstanding celebration of creativity 
and artistic expression.

2016 Arts Alive Show Debuts New Exhibits

Elementary 
Art Corner

Briona Morris Isabella Cortez Riley Purfield

Nolan Horton Graci Smith Samuel Ziviello Zy’Arah Glover



DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

Penn-Delco welcomed home Pennell 
Elementary student, Cameron McCarthy, on 
April 18, after she completed her final round of 
chemo treatment! Cameron was surprised with 
a limo escort from the hospital to her home 
in Aston led by local fire and police. Before 
heading home, Cameron’s limo drove by Sun 
Valley High School and Pennell Elementary 
where staff, students and friends gathered to 
celebrate Cameron’s homecoming by waving 
signs and cheering her name as she passed by. 
Cameron was joined by friends and family 
and special guest, John McCarthy from the 
Philadelphia Union soccer team! It was an 
exciting day for a very special student! Penn-
Delco is very proud of Cameron and wishes 
her all the best!

Penn-Delco Welcomes Home Cameron

#TeamCameron

Students at Pennell Elementary honored Earth Day outside and 
reused plastic bottles by turning them into bird feeders which 

were placed throughout the Pennell garden. Coebourn and 
Parkside Elementary School also participated in a variety of 

activities to celebrate Earth Day.

Penn-Delco elementary 
StuDentS Go Green

Northley Middle School students worked 
together with Northley guidance counselors to 

film a music video that was shown at the Positive 
Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) State 

Conference in the beginning of May. The music 
video showed how outstanding Northley students 
work together to create an inclusive and positive 
character driven environment for all. Check out 
the celebration on Penn-Delco’s YouTube page: 

“NMS – Hall of Fame Music Video”

Northley Middle School’s Hall of 
Fame Music Video



On the morning of 
Thursday, April 28th, 

Ayman Wahab, the President 
and Managing Director for 
Special Olympics International 
Middle East and North Africa 
visited with staff and students 
at Sun Valley High School.  
After the success of the Special 
Olympics sponsored Unified Bocce 
Ball Tournament held a Sun Valley, 
Sun Valley was identified as a Special 
Olympics Project UNIFY school.  A 
Project UNIFY school uses the sports 
and education initiatives of Special 
Olympics to activate youth to promote 
school communities where all young 
people are agents of change – fostering 
respect, dignity and advocacy for 
people with intellectual disabilities.
 
Special Olympics officials selected Sun Valley as a stop 
along Mr. Wahab U.S. tour.  Mr. Wahab toured the school 
and followed the students in the Life Skills program 
throughout their day.  The goal of his visit was to witness 
the inclusive practices in place at Sun Valley with the 
Life Skills and regular ed students.  He spoke with the 
Peer Buddy students who partner every day with the 
Life Skills students to provide them with support and an 
inclusive experience.  Together, the students demonstrated 
to Mr. Wahab how they run the school store, maintain 
the school’s greenhouse and contribute positively to the 
culture and overall environment at Sun Valley.
 
Mr. Wahab was fascinated with Sun Valley’s inclusive 
efforts stating, “I am very impressed with what your 

school is doing.  I think that we 
in Egypt, and schools all over, 
should be learning from what 
you are doing here to create 
an inclusive environment with 
students of all different abilities.  
You should be very proud of what 
you are doing.”
 

Mr. Wahab expressed his interest 
in having Sun Valley be a model 
school for sharing what they are 
doing with their Peer Buddy and Life 
Skills program.  He complimented 
the teachers and administration on 
designing such a successful program.  
He stated, “You should be very proud 
of what you have created here.  To 
me you are experts on this.  You have 

designed a program that I would like to share with schools 
in Egypt.”
 
Mr. Wahab stated that he would like to stay in contact 
with Sun Valley administrators and Mr. Mike McCormick 
and will reach out to them in the future when his region 
is ready to implement a similar program.  His plan to 
seek Sun Valley’s counsel on implementing this program 
overseas is a huge compliment to Sun Valley and a 
testament to the great things they are accomplishing.
 
Mr. Wahab’s visit concluded with lunch, where 
students from Mr. McCormick’s Life Skills class gave a 
presentation on “all things Philly” including, the history 
behind cheesesteaks, soft pretzels, Rocky, our sports teams 
and Tastykakes. 

PRESIDENT AND MANAGING DIRECTOR FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS IN-
TERNATIONAL VISITS SUN VALLEY
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Phillies Phanatic Visits Parkside

P.A. State Rep. Leanne Krueger-
Braneky Visits with Sun Valley 

Marching Band
Pennsylvania State Representative Leanne Krueger-

Braneky welcomed members of the Sun Valley March-
ing Band during session on March 14 to honor their 
State Championship at the 2015 Cavalcade of Bands 

and their undefeated record in the competitive season. 
Krueger-Braneky’s acknowledgement was an exciting 

opportunity for the students.

The Phillie Phanatic visited Parkside Elementary 
on May 23 to celebrate their outstanding reading 

efforts. Mrs. Pringle’s 3rd grade class from Parkside 
was one of the top performing classes selected in the 

Philadelphia region to receive a visit from the Phanatic 
this year. During the assembly Mrs. Pringle read the 

Phanatic’s favorite story, One Man Band.

Aston Elementary students participated in a walkathon today to show support for their 
fellow classmates’ sibling, Lulu. Lulu was born with a very rare birth defect where she 

is missing her shinbones in both legs - a likelihood of one in a million. It is even rarer to 
be missing the bone in both legs. She can only “walk” on her knees and she is unable to 

stand up. Lulu’s family will be taking her to a specialist in Florida to receive the treatment 
she needs to gain the ability to hopefully stand. Lulu will begin Kindergarten at Aston 
in December when she returns from Florida. Students raised money leading up to the 

walkathon to donate to Lulu’s family for their journey. Penn-Delco wishes Lulu and her 
family all the best! #LoveforLulu

DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

A 
Walk for 

Lulu



DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

Penn-Delco School District is pleased to announce that 
Character.org, a national advocate and leader for the 

character education movement, named Parkside Elementary 
School a2016 National School of Character. The Schools of 
Character program recognizes Parkside as a school that has 
demonstrated their use of character development to drive a 
positive impact on academics, student behavior, and school 
climate.
 
Parkside has recently been working with Character.org and 
previously received a State 
School of Character title earlier 
this school year.  Once a State 
School of Character, schools 
are eligible for the National 
distinction and must complete 
a second round of rigorous 
evaluations.  The probability 
of a school receiving the 
state recognition and national 
recognition in the same year 
is rare, so this is truly an 
outstanding achievement by 
Parkside.
 
Parkside Principal, Mrs. 
Teri Ford noted, “Parkside 
Elementary School is proud 
to have been named a National School of Character. It is a 
privilege to have our school serve as an exemplary model of 
character development at the National level. This designation 
is a testament to the commitment and concerted effort put forth 
each day here at Parkside Elementary by students, parents and 
staff to develop character and build a rich learning environment. 
Parkside Elementary is grateful for the continued support of all 
stakeholders at the district level and the community level who 
play a crucial role in our success.”
 
The Schools of Character program is not a competition—but 
rather an opportunity to go through a rigorous process of 
feedback and coaching, as well as recognition for growth 

and excellence in the area of character development through 
Character.org’s 11 Principles of Effective Character Education 
framework. Parkside will hold its designation for five years. 
Character.org will showcase Parkside in an annual publication 
and on its website. They have also earned the right to use the 
National Schools of Character name and logo.
 
Since its inception, Character.org has awarded 263 schools with 
the distinction of a National School of Character.  In 2016, 67 
additional schools and four districts were named across the 

United States. Last year, Aston, 
Coebourn and Pennell Elementary 
Schools were all named National 
Schools of character.  Parkside’s 
honor means that every elementary 
school in the Penn-Delco School 
district has been nationally 
recognized for their successful 
character education programs.    
 
“The news that Parkside has earned 
not just state but national recognition 
for their character-driven practices 
is both thrilling and justified.  The 
students and staff at Parkside have 
worked tirelessly to create an 
environment that acknowledges 
and rewards effective character 

development and positive growth.  Parkside is fortunate to 
be part of a school community that regularly demonstrates a 
commitment to values and positive, caring dispositions.  The 
award acknowledges the great effort by staff to make character 
development a priority while maintaining high expectations and 
impressive academic performance.”
 
Character.org will honor Parkside at the 23rd  National Forum 
on Character Education, to be held the weekend of October 
14, 2016 in Washington, D.C.. Visit www.character.org to 
learn more about the National Forum, the Schools of Character 
program and the 2016 national designees.

PARKSIDE ELEMENTARY NAMED 2016 NATIONAL 
SCHOOL OF CHARACTER
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Mr. Sciecinski’s class has made it their mission to help Pennsylvania 
identify a state rock. After some research, Pennell’s first graders 
discovered that Pennsylvania does not have a state rock. The 
students found a creative way to help PA identify one: by making 
a video which was shared on social media. The first graders’ hard 
work paid off on June 13.Pennsylvania State Senator Tom Killion 
visited Pennell to speak with the students regarding a piece of 
legislation that he will be presenting to name Quartz as the state 
rock of Pennsylvania. This draft of legislation is the result of the 
students’ research and a video presentation that the students shared 
via twitter. The video caught the Senator’s attention and he was very 
impressed with their research. He explained to the students how a 
bill is presented and voted on in the State Senate. He mentioned that 
he will be sharing the students’ video with all of the state senators in 
Pennsylvania in hopes that they will support his bill to name Quartz 
as the state rock of Pennsylvania. Senator Killion also presented 
each student with a certificate for their hard work.

Pennell First Graders  Present State Rock Pro-
posal to PA Senator Tom Killion

State Bird: Rouffed Grouse

State Fossil: Trilobite

State Tree: Eastern Hemlock

State Flower: Mountain Laurel

State Rock: ????

Check out the video at 
youtube.com/penndelcosd 

Students Enjoyed reading the second book in the Four Schools, One Book 
program, Mr. Popper’s Penguins!

Parkside Elementary Aston Elementary
Coebourn Pennell



DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

Congratulations to 
sun Valley HigH sCHool 

Class of 2016

SUN VALLEY CLASS OF 2016
June 14, 2016

Class Size: 265
Valedictorian: Nicholas Garvey, Princeton University
Salutatorian: Michael Costigan, Arcadia University



DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

Maureen Irving 
Delaware County Excellence in 

Teaching Award

First Grade Teacher at Parkside 
Elementary

Presented by Franklin Mint Credit 
Union

Colleen Miller 
Best Teacher Under the Sun 

Award

Math Teacher at Northley Middle 
School

Presented by Sun East Federal Credit 
Union

Miki Fenza
Delco Right to Education Task Force’s 

Making a Difference Award

Autistic Support Classroom Assistant at 
Northley Middle School

Presented by Delaware County Right to 
Education Task Force

Miki Fenza was honored by the Delaware County Right to Education 
Task Force on April 28th. The task force recognized 39 staff, students and 
community members in Delaware County who are making a difference in 
the lives of others. Miki is a classroom assistant in the Autistic Support 
classroom at Northley Middle School. She was nominated by Northley 
Principal, Mr. L.J. Blair who noted; “Mrs. Fenza is the most caring, self-less 
woman and one of the greatest assets to our programs. She is always willing 
to stay late, come in early and change her routine to accommodate the need 
of any student or staff member. Mrs. Fenza shops each week to purchase any 
and all items needed for the weekly ‘Meals on Wheels’ program, preparing 
meals for families in need and staff members who request meals and for the 
weekly café. She woks behind the scenes and never expects recognition.”

Northley Middle School Math teacher, Mrs. Colleen Miller was selected as a Sun 
East Federal Credit Union’s “Best Teacher Under the Sun” for the 2015-2016 school 
year. Representatives from Sun East Federal Credit Union visited Northley Middle 
School on May 24 to surprise Mrs. Miller with the award during the school day.  Mrs. 
Miller was presented with a plaque and $500 from Sun East Federal Credit Union.  
Northley also received $500 in honor of the recognition.  
Mrs. Miller has been a teacher in the Penn-Delco School District for 18 years. Miller 
has taken the lead on the math curriculum review and revision process, aligning 
their curriculum to the PA Core Standards, piloting two different programs, and 
selectingnew material. She has also worked with staff on the new student information 
system, technology integration into lesson planning, and student data analysis. Her 
knowledge and ability to explain her process has been essential in the growth of 
many of her colleagues and she continually acts as a mentor to her fellow colleagues.

In his nomination letter to Sun East, Northley Principal Mr. L.J. Blair stated “Mrs. 
Miller is an extraordinary educator who is dedicated to providing a rigorous, 
individualized education to all of her students. In my three and a half years at 
Northley, Mrs. Miller has been a continual resource for her colleagues and the 

Maureen is a first grade teacher at Parkside Elementary School. The Delaware 
County Excellence in Teaching Award recognizes outstanding and dedicated 
teachers in Delaware County, Pennsylvania. Recipients of this award receive $500 
and a commemorative keepsake. The recipient’s school also receives a $1000 
award.

When she’s not guiding her students in thoughtful and creative lessons, Maureen 
can be found leading Parkside’s student council members in several charitable 
activities.  Maureen is also known throughout the district for her kindness and 
positive attitude.  Mrs. Teresa Ford, Parkside elementary Principal noted, “Mrs. 
Irving is a devoted educator with over twenty five years of experience at Parkside 
Elementary School.  She is a thoughtful communicator with a reassuring presence 
who puts first grade parents at ease. She has been known to check in with parents 
over the weekend if a student has been ill. Authentic passion for children and 
learning is tangible with Mrs. Irving.”

PENN-DELCO’S AWARD WINNING FACULTY


